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INTRODUCTIOlY

Thc nrarkct celltres rire alwavs itr the ccnlral
parls ol' the c itics whcrc gottris arc cxc:hangcd.
Atonc tinrc thc larmers ilnd crattsmcn brought
thcirproducLs a nd trartefccl thcm in openplaces.
Bclbrc the industrial rcvolr.rtittn, traclcrs and
nrcrchar.tts gathcrcd in such nlarket ccnttcs ol.

alotrq thc ntain strccts ol'ii torvn, rvherc thcir
stalls and shoprs wcrc acccssiblc to the local
pcople. such markct ccntrcs continuc to cxist
in thc rural areas of lnclia as they aro convc-
nicnt meeting placcs lirr the traclers and the
krcal pcoplc. Sonre timcs, thcy arc hcld peri-
odically, sontc ()l thcm spccialising in transac-
tions ol' p;rlLicular qoocls. Such markcts arc
known as "HaLs". Quite oftcn l.()wns [rkc thcir
origin at important rtlad crtlssings ancl points
ttl' cxchangc. Ihcy attract larue numbcr oI
tradcrs and qrow rapidly in inrportancc as thc
population increases. Tolns, rrtad .iunctions
and market plnccs, tbrrn thc nuclous rlf main
husiness today.

DELIMITAI'ION OF COtuIMERCIAI. e ENTRES ! A CASE sTUDy
CIF SRINAGAR CITY

ABDUI- KAYOOIV{ KIIAN, Srinagar

Altsl'R.tC'l': 'l'he paller [eYibrvs lhe techniqucs hitherrri liilio$cri irr dciirreaiiirg coilliiri]icial
iifcds aiid shoppihg ceiitres. ljrl'ak in c,rniil,uitv and thc rlensir] ol sho6 are adophd ris valid
critiiid tirr the deuralrtliing irf corrrnrcrciai sift'tirs. Usurliv a tie(luullcv ot lcss thart l5 shops lrer
lU()t, lbel ol IrolltAge nrarks thc cstrelnilv ol rhe shopprng srrecr.

Many chanecs canle rvith the industrial revo-
lution in the 18th ccntury. Thc crtl'Lsnrcn rvhn
produccd goods solcl thcm not to the consum-
crs. but to thc midr.llcnrcn. who actcd as
u,holcscllers and rctailers. Witlr the growth ()l
populationsupplv and demand both increnscd
and bcsidcs thesc' thc L:o-()perativc sl.ores and
the multiplc sltops cmcrgccl. ln areas ol high
dcnsity, corncl shops cantc into cxistencc.
M ixed rcsirlential colonir:s allowcd cstablish-
mcnt o I' corncr sh()ps a nd thcir d ispersal. Thcy
sold a wide varicty ol uoods of daily usc to the
peoplc ol neighbourhrxrd. At tho samc time
ncrv shops were addcd to tho cstahlishmcnt
shopping contr('s ol thc nrain roads and as-
sumccl lincar lbrmcr ()r collcclttrated corc ar-
cas ol'llrc.junction of main roarls.

In planned urtrau ccrrtres. thc shops werc
qrouped toqcthcr in sitcs easily acccssitrlc
l'rtlnr all parts ol' thc ni:rehirourhoods. Thc
cnhanced trattic Uou, in thc citics greatly
inllucnccs thc dcsign and location oIshopping
ccntrcs. Thcy scck trallic-l'rcc locnlilis( .lnd

adcquato parking spacc.
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Spccialist tradcl's tend ttt concontrilte only irl

the ilirgcrccittres hecausc their limiteclclie ntrlc
nccds larger populirtion to stlpport thcm. Smal I

ttusinoss trcqucrttly locittc on the lringc ol'

rnain shoppillg afcits, rvhe rc thcy ean opocratc

rvitlt loler rtvcrhelacls bcctlusc ol' lowcr rcntal

virluc ol'thc sitc.

ln thc Srinagar cily, thc c()mmcrcial activitics

nrultipliccl sevcral times in thc last ltrv clc-

caclcs. partly br:cause the city is thc capital ol'

thc statc o1'Jantmu and Kashmir and partly

hccausc iLs ccntritl lttcatitln cnablcs it ttl scrvc

thc vast vallcy rcgion. It has an ctlicicnt
llctw()rk ()l transptlrt itttd communication con-

nccrins it rvith dil'l'ercnt parls o[ thc Kashntir
virllcr,.

The commcrcial iictivities ol'Srinagar havc

ticvskrpcLl in phascs: Thc urrplanncd qrtlwtlt

ot thc ciiy hits led kr thc haphitzard clcvelop-

mcnt ol'thc city scttlcmcnt are a ancl thc whtllc

torvn has Lrst its physical g11h6'1s61:c. Thc
grou.,th irncl dcvelopmcnt ol'sltopping arcas ol
Srinagar havc titkcn thc lornl ol'strip clcvclop-

nront along onc or both sidcs ol'thc rtlads rvith

intcrmittcnt brcaks. Not a singlc ntarkct tll
Srinaqar had bccn planncd propcrly, bclirrc

thr: dcvclopmcnt ()t thc Lal Cllorvk ilrca.

T'i I I rccc ntI 1,. nu orv ltit tut. Zir i tla KirdaI it nd Hal"rit-

Kaclal u'erc thc ntain shrlppitlg ccntres. Thc

Lal Chou.'k rtnd Ctx'clltll('llt Cclltral Markct

alc tlt() prtxlttcLs of t'cct:tlt ( ()lllmerciill clcvc[-

opnrcnt.

At prcscnt thc conccntrittion ol'ctlmmcrcial
irctivitics is Ittund on abtlttt itll ntajor rtlads up

to Sourrt itnd Hitzratbal. On Srinagar -

Gandcrbal itucl Chulanl Mtlhcl Ashairoads on

tlrc rrortlt. tt1'l tti Chh;tttitpttrit itnd Pantha Chowk

on {hc Srinagar - Chanitpurc ttnd Srinagar -

Jautnru roirds 1N.H.l A). on thc south and

sor.rlh-cast t)n tht: Bit lanrulla rtlittl ttpttt

Parinrpurit I'rtritmancli on thc rvcst itttd on thc

BoulcvaLr.l in the cast.

I'l{ANSA("1'IONS Olr l'llE INS l'l l'tl'l [ ()| IN I)lAN ()1" (ili(X]lLn l'lllrltS

LITERATIJRE REVIElVS

Market Gcography carrics thc rc [r il i ntcrcst tll
Ceographcrs into pritcticc rvithin thc mctro-
politan arcas in the scrvictl tlf prirraLc llttsincss

cntclpriscs (8.J.t.. Bcrry 1967). Thc prclinti-

nirry task bctorc thc Iuitrkct Geogrirphcts is ttl

dcntonstratc anti dclinrit tltc dil'lcrcrtt mltrkct

csntrcs cxistinu rvithin thc cit1,'. Prcvious rc-

scarchcrs havc rclicd gt:ncriill.v-. trpon scll pcr-

ception irncl cxtcnsivc licld u'ork 18. J. Gitrncr

196(r). Htlwcve r, clcl illlitittiott ()l-nlilrkcI t]cn-

trc shtlulcl bo drlnc scicntil icillll' and unililr-
mity must be mitintititlcd in this titsk' Gcncr-

ally speakinu the carll' studics oI the cetttral

placcs and ntirrkct ccntt'c svstcms sccm t<l havc

avoidccl this. Thc 19(rl ccttstrs ill'r-listributiolt

(British) clctincd the lirnit ol it ccntritl sht'rp-

pin*u: itrca as the poitlt rvl.tctc thc rittitt tll'shops

til all propcrtics lbll l',clt,r^,' otlc in threc (F. A.

Lccnting 1959).

Loams dcscribcs itas a lairly libcratricl'inition
(G M. Loam. 1964). Davis uscd a slightly
broirdcr clct'inition. llc considcrcd a shop hzrv-

ing becn inclurJccl in it ccntrc il' it lay within a

distancc cclual to thc l,rtltttitgt: tll lirur tclraccd

honscs (W.K.D. Ditvis 19(r7). According ttt a

prccisc deIinititttt it is a coirti{tltts trtlttp ol'

rctlil strtrcs. usuallv. m()l'c thiln lirur tlr livc in
nulnbcr, having itl lutst twtt kincls tll rctitil

slrops (E. Schcll, 19(;l).

All the abovc clelinitions havc thcir limita-

tions. Not onc tl[' tltcru is aplllicablc t() coln-

mcrcial ribbons. Ribtron tlcvclopmcnt nocds

t() bc systcntittically sun'cycd. Sitnilarly ntit-
jor shopping strccts itrc tll'tctt scpilratcd l'rom

onc attttthc:r by rctail cstttl'tlishntcnts and ntl

tlc['i ntion suits st"tch si tr.tirtiotts.

Shopping ce ntres lna)'- itlso bc tlclimitcd ott thtr

has is tt I' cus t(')mcr nl()vcll.tct.t t. B rcnnirn dc I i m-

itcd (hc ccntre of Wolvcrhtllnpt()ll at thc point

whcrc thc shttps clicl not pcrlilrnl ccntral lunc-

tions as dcte rmincd hy thc customcr oriuin (T.
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Brcnnan. 1948). Hc had acr:css to datir rln
cust()mer rcgistration. Such data arc not avail-
ablc'. here. Curol. who uscd iln casv and subicc-
tive proccdure to de limitthc C.B.D. of Zurich,
iulv()uttcd thcorctically. an cnquiry into thc

individual sorvicc arca rll cvcry estahlish-
nronts (H. Carul. 196{)).

Hayes and Schull used pedestrian count lbr
dclimiting both the pcriphcry. outer and inncr

rctail corcs ol'Gree nscborc in north Carolina
(C. R. Hayes and N. W. Schull. 19(r5). This
nrcrthod sccms to bc lcss satislactory. ocluitl,

arbitra11, is the del inritions o lshoppiug ccutrcs
on maps ol land va luc by the subicctivc cho icc

olmininrum valne as hus bcen donc b1,(H. M"

Maycr. 1942). Garrtcr hls ove rconru this by

arranging prol'ilcs ol lanclst'irpe . but hcre lhc
problr:m o I sub tectivc.j ucl gcmcnt o l' thrcsltold
val Lrcs rcma i n in ex istencl (8. J. Garncr, 1 9(t61.

Any tcchnirluc ol clclintiting a comntcrcial
r:ontrc ilr its core rvill dcpcnd cln thc circum-
stanccs ttl' its use. It is not pr()lx'r t() say irny

ntcthod is appropriiltc wilholrt prohing thc

spe:cilic conditions.

OBJECTIVES OF' THE S'fTIDY

It is thc l-rrrrp()sc ot this study'ttt idcntit'i,'and
study ll ', arious nrarkctccntres (llthcSrinagar

city. : . sc oh.ioctives ul thc study may be put

in que .Lirttt fttrm as lbllows :

1 . \\'hat shr-.ulcl bc thc criteriit lirr thc iden-

tif ication rtf tltc re tail nuclcalions rtl thc

citl'ol Srinagar','

2. What is thc distribulittnal charactcr ol
thi'clillcrcnt nrarkcts ol lhc citv trf
S l rnagar'/

N,I E'I'HODOLOG Y OF'I'I{E STI-.}D Y

A nrajor dilt'ic:ult.v l:rcuti try thc prcscnt stLld)'

is ttr,rt thr: glLrirlishccj rnlricrial is mcitgrc. Thc
u,t)rk \\,rrs ntacle ilruhlv clillicult trccausc ol'
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gencnr l rclucll ncc () l thc ta x pitv i ng shr-rp kccp-
ers to disclose thc sizc ol thcir Iurn()vcr. cost
and profits. Thcy gavc vaque rcplies o1- thc
qucslions on the consurner irrea scrvcd bv
them. Unlikc wcstern cr)Llntrics r)o ce nsus ol
shops r.rr rctail tr;tclc has hecn conducl.c:d l'rv thc

Ioeal authoriiics t)[ Srinagar. 'l'hcsc handicaps
havc to bc surmourtteii h,v thc suitablc rnotlil-i-
cation rll thc rescarch tccirnitlucs and adopliorr
ol'mcthods which suit iourl eonditions.

SOURCES OF DATA

An invluablc prcludc kr all rcscarch is intcn-
sivc rcvicrv ol thc piist literratulc rvhich plrl-
vidcs thc background inlorrnatiort on the suh-

.jcct. 
'fhis is supplonicntcd bv the licld survcy

conductcri by thc author itt JLrli' l9li7 n,hic:h

lbrms thc h;rsis lbr thc idontilicati()n ol rctail
nuclcations. Thc authors travcrsctl irll thc nta-

.jor rrtads rtl'Srinaqirr citv tiu loot. 'l-hc y,iciti
data u,crc computcd and pitrttcd tln a lirrgc
scale map obtaincd lrom thc torvn plannine
wing ol' Srinagar devcl()pmcnl. a u tlrrlri tv.'lliu
dcnsity and clustcrittq ol'tltc shops ott the nta;l
and thc I'ield obscrvatitns hclpi:r.l in idcnli[,v--

ing tltc rcLail nuclcittiotis.

THE S]'IJDY ARtrA

Srinagar is the Chicl'tou,n ;rttcl Lltc cltpitaI ol
Jammu and K;rshmir Statc. lt ltits se ttled ttn

both thc hanks ol'thc livcr JhclLrtu. crtcnding
I'roin 3.1" ()'to 34" I4' ttorth liriitutlcs iiltd 74" 43'

to 74u -5?'cast Ionqitude a 1a n cIavittir In rll'-52-5()

l'cct abtlve the nreatt sca lcve l.

Srinagar is zrt tltc lttrtt ol'tltc Zltb:tt'r.vinl itnd

Takth -i- Sulcrnitn hills irlong titc rivcr JholLrnt

and bcsidc thc Dirl Iitkc u'hiclt etttt.tbitte to givc
it an cxtrcrncl,v plcirsirttt irnd chitrntittg -.itua-
tion. 'Ittc oulcr itoundarv rll Srinitgitr cit1, is

roughly, 109.43 kilonrctrcs lonu. 'l'hc trtu'n hits

irn ilrca ol' 1,57 s(luurc knr. 'l-his includcs arca

undcr thc citlltonmont ittld r,,''it[c:r btldics.
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Thc city ol' Srinagar as a tourist spot has

acq u i rcd cons ideril b lc co ntnrcrc ial i m trro rta ncc.

With rapid qrou,th ol'population it has rvit-
ncssed during thc: last thrcc dccirdcs. tlto citii
has cxpcricnccd r.rnprecodcntcd cxpansirln in
i Ls ctlmmcrcial activit ics.

I)t:tnarcqtiort o| cotttmerciul streets. In thc
prcscnt study, the boundarics tll' thc rctail
centrcs havc bccn drirwn ma inly on tltc basis ol'
thc distribution trl' shops. thcir compac:tncss,

:rnd hrcirks in thc continuily such as prcscncc

ol'rivcr bridgcs, thc prcscncc ol opcn spacss.

irnd dom inancc o l' rlon-com mclc iirl landusc as

r rhscrvctl in coursc rlt thc lie ld work. At a ltw
placcs, thc markct ct:ntres havc bccn dcmar-
catcd simplv on thc basis o['thc nomenclaturc
oJ' thc nrarkcts. ThoLrqh thcrc is an apparant
continuity ol'shops altlng onc road, it is actu-
ir il y trvo markcts rncrging in a ribbon dcvcklp-
rnc nt. $, il.h tw() sepa rato nuc:lci i, i n u,hich Lhcrc

is a markcd dil'l'crcnce in thcir l'unctional char-
irctcr as rvcll as in thc dcnsity olshops at thoir
rlutiral junction. Thcsc trvo dil'l'crcrnt markcts
lil kc tltc narnc o l'thc rcspcr:t ivc r()ads. strccl.s or
rttttlrullu.s. Unlike tll"hcr citics und tou,ns rll'
lndiir. Srinaqar docs r.lot havc strcct hawkcrs;
Horvcvcr'. a lcw shrlps arc louncl cln thc lirot-
paths in Lirl Chon'k. Batmirkrtl aud Norvhltta.
Tlrcsc arc mairrly ll'uit, lirr and lcathcr goods

qarmcnt shops. Neithor thcil numbcr nor thcir
tlrpc is l'ixcd. Obviously, thcy aro tcmporitry
in c:haractcr and harrc bccn omittcd Irom thc
prcscnt study.

EvLrr\/ Pcrmirncnt shop r,l,lte the r il is ir pucca, a

kutt'ltu building or a slrll or is localcd ()n thc

lrround. l'irst, scconcl or third lloor has bccn
lirkcn as onc urrit. In casc ol shops sclling a

v;rrictv ol'articles. tlrc donrinant ite m (art.iclc)
hls hccn tilkcn to dctcrntinc thcir typc. Altcr
collcc:ting the rclovant inlirrntation I'rom thc
I icld. thc rctail cstabl ishntcnts rvcrc plottcd on
a largc scalc rtlad map rll Srinaqar city usrng
scpirratc symbols tirr thcir typcs.

'lltANSACllONS Ot' ll IE IN S'l't]'t )'lti Olr IN I)lAN ()lr ( illOGltAPlllr:RS

Whilc nlaking thc usc ol'hrcali in the continu"
ity ol' shops as a basis lirt tlclirniting the

hOundary o['thc markot ce ntros ir llneur scalc

has hecn l'ixcd. Apptoximitte ly lilty shttlls or
nr()rc Pcr thousitnd lcct ttl stlcst l'r()ntllgc hus

trecn takcn ls thc limitirlg lllctor tbr iduntily.
ing intlividual maLkctcuntrus, lt ls lburtd that
thc rrurnber olshops t'iscs tow*rds the markct
contrc but lulls ttt trrttunrl 25 shops ttr lcss pcr
thousand t'ect ol l'rr)ntirliu tttrvut'tls the niargin
or tho httundary bctwccn tw() nl{fkets. In m()st

cascs tltis tmnsition is nrost sharp and clcitrly
disccrnihlc. Atthcs;rrnc tituc. tltcrc isa ntirrkcd
changc in the l'uncti()nill chilracter ()l'sh()ps.

(lou,cr ordcr functions) irnd llrndusc (non-
ctlmmcrcial lanclusc is prcdominitting). Evcn
in arcas ol'ribtron do,chrpmcnt. sharp changc
in numl,or atttl l'unctions is ohvirtus ilncl clnn()[
bc missed. Thc question, ol'(:c)ursc, docs not
;rrisc in thc casc ol'sntirllcr lrnd ncwcr mirrkcts
rvhich constitutc a dill'ctcnt c()mnlcrcifll
nuclous, ln this na), 42 milrkct ccntrcs hitvc
trecn idcntil'icd within tltc lroundat'v ot' thc

Srinaglr Muncipal Cotl',(rrati()n (Fig. 'l and

Tablc l).

Thc grcatcst c()nccntrations ol' shops arc in
Zaina kadal. Habak:rdaland Lal Chowk arctts.

Thc arrangcmcnts ol sltops on thc dil'l'crcnt
prtl.iecting roads prcscnLs l picturc ol'radiitting
ribbons lvhichcombinc to lttrm it cloar nuclctts.
Such nuclcii itrc in Btttt.nitloo. Chout Bazitr.
Karannagar, Qanrarwari, S:rla kirdal. Ra.iotrri

Kadal, Ntlwakitdal, Zrinirl<adirl. Bohri kitditl,
Nou'hatta. ZadibaI. Kltitnyitr Chorvk. Khyitttl
Choivk. Ila rbar Shit lt, [-itl Chorvk itnd Jitwahttr

Nagirr.

SptLtiul Slructurc oJ' Sltoltltittg Ccntres. ML)sL

ol'thc shopping ccntrcs itrc litrtncd itt thc lllrm
oI strips artd ribbons itlottq thc nlitin rtl:tds ol
thc city. [n a ltw itrcas. thc ribbtlns arc vcry
krng ancl c:rlntinuc up to the uc.xt intcrscctions
and parallcl roads ol' thc samc) ilrca. Such

continuity is tlbscrvcd itlortg thc Habakadal,
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Table I

N,IARKET CENTRES IDENTIFIED IN SRINAGAR

-flinNSnC'llONS Olr l l tli INS'lll'tl'llri Ol" lNt)lAN Olr (iliO(iltAPIl[it(S

S. No. Name ol thc Malkct Ntl. ol
ostablish

nlcnts

Types o1'

cstablish-
mcnts

Totge

0t

02

03

()4

0-5

(X)

ol
0E

(x.)

I0
ll
11

t-)

I4

15

l(r
17

IE

19

20

lr
l2
:-)

24

25

26

21

28

29

30

3r

32

Lal Chou,k

Rund

Br"rd Shah Cholk
Shcr Ghari

Mahara.l Bazar

Gtlvt. Ccntral Market

Nowhatt^ir

Bohri Kadal

Mahara.j Ganj

Zaina Kaclal

Raiouri Kaclal

I-{abakadal Fctha Kadltl

Az,ad Markct

Ch<lta Bazar

Jawhar Naqar

Rainirwari

Karan Nagar

Nawa Kadal

Batmalrto

Khanyar Chorvk

Dal Gatc

Kltyunt Cltowk

Chhanapura

Salii katlal

llazratbal

Qamarrvirri

Barbar Shah

Pantha Chorvk

Rant Baqh

Harvill

Natti Pura

Nasin-Sa ida kadal

474

1411

lJl
rl05

248

10(16

I rl0

649

344

-51

16

47

ZU

50

5

44

35

33

41

27

43

3l
3e

5t

36

41

3Z

)/-

-) -)

JI

3r

3l
31

25

32

30

21

2rt

28

25

21

11 ,77

0.(r9

6.70

2.07

ri.u7

1.09

5.40

2.81

3.94

3.60

1.00
(r.60

2.08

2,93

3,2t

2.73

2.71

2.31

2.16

2.02

l.ii4
1.r.i3

1.76

1.64

1.61

1.(r3

1.61

1.49

t.24

l. i0
1.05

1.t)1

+J3

120

794

250

353

3.3(r

329

-)-o
278

259

244

222

221

211

202

19,8

1L)'7

194

179

150

r32

127

122
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34

35

3(r

37

38

39

40

11

42

Hatwara-Soltwar

Lal Bazar

Zrdibal

Norvshcr

Soura

Sadrabal

Boulovard

Parimpura-Fruit Mandi

Shalinrar

Nishat

117

fi3

ti1

70
"77

36

231

9-5

,19

3(,

23

17

20

2l
2t
08

20

01

0(r

04

0.98

0.lo
0.66

0.64

0.64

0.30

1.92

0.n0

0.40

0.30

Total 12022 53 r (x)

Source .' ljicld rvork

Fctha kadal. Nalamirr ancl Lrcrtain othcr artcrial
roirds. Thc identilicd ccntrcs ol' thcse arcas
klrm large clustcrs. They appcar to he parts ol
circh othcr and prcscnt a picturc ol'onc s[.rop-
pin{ ccntre: but krcally thc:y ha1,s clil'lcront
nomcnclature and hence thc dosignation ol'
shopping ccntrcs in thcsc arcas is based on
local namcs (Fig. 1).

'fhe ccntra[. north-contral, south-ccntral ancl

easLern pitrts ol' Srinagar are thc impurtzrnl.
c()nr mcrc ial arcits () ['thc city. Thc northcrn part
irrr:ludcs, Soura, Nou,shcra, Zitdibitl, Nagin -

Saidakadal, [-al Bazar, Sadral'ral, Hazrathal,
Nishat. and Shalimilr markcts which contain
6.-30 pcrcc nt o f Lhe to tal n umbcr o ['shops o l thc
city. The n()rth-contral part includcs Hawal.
Nolvlta tta. I(ainatvari" Kha nva r. Chou,k. Brthri
K;rdal, Mahara.;-Gan.i. Zainakad:rl, Sal)rkadal
and ct'rr-rtain 2(r.66 pr:r ccnt ol'the lotal numbcr
ol sholts irl' Srinagirr city. Thc ccntral part
shirrcs 17.76 pcr ccnt ttl' thc shopping units.
This includcs Hitbirkirclal. Fcthakarlal. Azad
Mat'kcrt, Chotit Ilazar. Birrbar Shah, Kh_vum

Chon'k iind Karan Naqar.

Thc south-ccntrirl part has 36.56 pcrccnt ol' lhc
total number ol' thc sl'rops ol' Sriuagar. lt
includcs Lal Chou,k. Bund. Budslrah Chorvk.

Shcr Ghari. Malr;rr;r.j Buzin'. Govt. Central
markct, Batmaloo and Jarvalrirr Nagar.

The southcrn castcrn and vuostorn parts ol'thc
L:i ty co nta i ns 6.32. 3.7 6 an d 2.-{,1 pcl' ccn t o [' t hc
toLrl number ol thc sl.rops tll thc c:itv rcspcc-
tivcly.

CONCLUSION

To concludc. it is ohscrvccl l.hirt thcrc arc in all
12022 establishmcnts in thc iLbovc nrcntionetd
42 commercial ccntrcs o1'Srinagar. Thc scat-
tcrcd shops and cstablislrntcnts situatcd on
dil'l'crcnt rttads artd trutltqIlus do not-lirrrri:rnv
bcltornuclcii. Thcsc hirvc ltccn hy the prescnt
studv. Thc rnaxintunt conccntration ol'corn-
mcrcial :rctivitics is lilrrnd in Lhc north-ccnt.rzrl.
ccntral and south ccnll'al ltarts ol'thc Srinagar
city. It may he notcd thirt rclating is not I'ully'
dcvclopod irt thc cxtrurntc southcrn, wcstcrn
ancl northcrn parLs ol'tlrc citr," bcc;rusc ol lorvcr
clcnsitv ol' 1;opulation irr.ril lr.lu,cr purchirsing
p()wcr. With thc cx1larrsion tlI thrr citv on thc
west ilr)d sonth-qrcsl. ncrv colonics arc dcvcl-
opini:. Thcsc coltlnics ntity attract thc shop-
kccpcrs and thc prcscllt sitr-llttion nrav changc.
Norv corrtntcrciaIdcvcIoprne lrt is irIrcar"[1, tak-
ing placc at Rajbagh, Slrivpora, baqhat-i-
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Barzalla. Rarvalpurit and Bt:nrina arcas ol'thc
city.

P.S. Thc spatial structttrc o[' rctailinq units

has. ohviously. a dcgrcc rtl'pcrntanancc, but

thc vtllumertl rctatling is likcly to havc undcr-
qonc a clrastic ncqittivc cltanqc: its a rcsult ol'the

clcclinc in Tarrism, lirllorv ing dislurhcd cond i-

tions in Srinagttr dr.rring thc last l'crv ycars.
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